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SUBJECT: SPANISH AMBASSADOR TOLD OF LIBYAN "CONCERN" 

OVER REINFORCEMENT OF CEUTA AND MELILLA 

1. SPANISH AMBASSADOR WAS CALLED TO FOREIGN MINISTRY 
FEB 12 AND TOLD BY UNDERSECRETARY DURDAH OF LIBYA'S 
"CONCERN AT REPORTS WHICH SPEAK OF SPANISH MILITARY MOVE- 
MENTS IN ARAB MOROCCAN WATERS, AS WELL AS STATEMENTS BY 
SOME SPANISH OFFICIALS, IN PARTICULAR DECLARATION ATTRIBUTED 
TO SPANISH MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND TOURISM IN WHICH HE 
SAID CEUTA AND MELILLA WERE PART OF SPAIN BEFORE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF PRESENT MOROCCAN STATE", ACCORDING TO LIBYAN PRESS 
STATEMENT ON MEETING. 

2. STILL ACCORDING TO LIBYAN STATEMENT, AMBASSADOR WAS TOLD THAT 
"LIBYA AND OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES HAVE TAKEN GREAT STEPS TO 
STRENGTHEN HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL RELATIONS WHICH EXIST 
BETWEEN SPAIN AND ARAB NATION, AND WHICH GO BACK LONG 
CENTURIES". THIS ACTION ON SPANISH SIDE "MAY PREVENT 
CONTINUATION (OF THESE STEPS), AND DECLARATIONS OF SPANISH 
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SPAIN ARE A REJECTVN OF (THE STEPS)". UNDERSECRETARY 
SAID TO HAVE EXPRESSED LIBYA'S "SUPPORT FOR THE MOROCCAN' 
PEOPLE AND THEIR GOVT IN THEIR DEMAND FOR LIBERATION OF 
CEUTA AND MELILLA", ADDING THAT "IT WAS UP TO SPAIN TO 
ERADICATE ITS IMPERIALIST PRESENCE IN SAQYA AL HAMRA 
AND WADI AL-DHAHAB, AS WELL AS THESE AREAS". 

3. PRESENTATION OF PROTEST WAS UNUSUAL, AND OFFENSIVELY 
SO, AS LIBYANS TELEVISED ITS DELIVERY TO SPANISH AMBASSADOR 
ROBLES WHO HAD BEEN SUMMONED TO RECEIVE IT. EVENING 
TELEVISION NEWS SHOWED FILM OF AMBASSADOR SITTING UN- 
COMFORTABLY AT FOREIGN MINISTRY BETWEEN UNDERSECRETARY 
DURDAH AND CHIEF OF PROTOCOL, WHILE ABOVE STATEMENT WAS 
READ AS VOICE-OVER. 

4. COMMENT: STATEMENT MAKES CAREFUL DISTINCTION 
BETWEEN CEUTA AND MILILLA AND SPANISH SAHARA. IT SPECIFICALLY 
SUPPORTS CLAIMS OF "MOROCCAN PEOPLE AND THEIR GOVT" TO 
PRAESIDIOS, BUT LANGUAGE ON SAHARA IS LIMITED TO CALL FOR 
SPANISH WITHDRAWAL. AS USUAL. LIBYAN TACTIC IS TO SPEAK 

ON BEHALF OF "ARAB NATION ". 
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